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The Syriac Language

by Nkoula Malek
Professor of Church Music and Arabic Language.

This paper endeavours to present a comprehensive sketch of the Syriac
language, its literature, authors and relation to Arabic.

The Arameans who came into christianity, got rid of their original name
calling themselves «Syrian», so that they could be distinguished from the
Arameans who remained heathen. The so-called «Aramaic language» is itself the
«Syriac language». It is the language of many pagan writers B.C., as well as
many Christian authors A.D. But history did not keep the Syriac pagan
literature. One of the most important reasons was that christians ruined all the
pagan traces, in order to keep their children away from heathen impact.

Up to the first century B.C., the Phoenician script remained the only way to
write Syriac. Many attempts were made to change, but only Boulos Ibn Arqa
managed to invent a special Syriac scripture, the so-called «Estrangello» which
was used in writing the Bible. The Arabic «Qufi» by which the Quran was
written is derivative. Afterwards, namely in the seventh century, was invented the
«Serto» script, and the «Nestorian» came to existence in the twelfth.

It is much more easier for Arabic speakers to learn Syriac, than for
non-arabic speaking people, because Syriac and Arabic are two sister languages
stemming from the same source. Nevertheless, Arabic remained nearer to the
mother language than Syriac did.
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